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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, the 

Creator of new beginnings, thank You 
for Your constant love and for the op-
portunity to learn from each other. 

As we turn to a new chapter in our 
labors, illuminate the path of our law-
makers with Your holy light. May 
Your sacred Word provide them with a 
lamp and light in this world’s dark-
ness, keeping them from the detours 
that lead to ruin. Give them a humility 
that seeks first to understand instead 
of striving to be understood. 

Lord, guide us all with Your powerful 
hand until the kingdoms of this world 
acknowledge Your sovereignty and 
might. 

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY— 
VETO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The Chair lays before the Senate 
the President’s veto message on S.J. 
Res. 23, which the clerk will read and 
which will be spread in full upon the 
Journal. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Veto message to accompany S.J. Res. 23, a 
joint resolution providing for congressional 

disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of a rule submitted by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency relating to 
‘‘Standards of Performance for Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions from New, Modified, and Re-
constructed Stationary Sources: Electric 
Utility Generating Units.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the veto 
message on S.J. Res. 23 be considered 
as having been read; that it be printed 
in the RECORD, spread in full upon the 
Journal, and held at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The veto message ordered to be print-
ed in the RECORD is as follows: 

f 

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL 
S.J. Res. 23 is a joint resolution pro-

viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5 of the United 
States Code of a rule submitted by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) relating to ‘‘Standards of Per-
formance for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions from New, Modified, and Recon-
structed Stationary Sources: Electric 
Utility Generating Units.’’ This resolu-
tion would nullify EPA’s carbon pollu-
tion standards for new, modified, and 
reconstructed power plants. Accord-
ingly, I am withholding my approval of 
this resolution. (The Pocket Veto Case, 
279 U.S. 655 (1929)). 

Climate change poses a profound 
threat to our future and future genera-
tions. Atmospheric levels of carbon di-
oxide, a primary greenhouse gas, are 
higher than they have been in at least 
800,000 years. In 2009, EPA determined 
that greenhouse gas pollution endan-
gers Americans’ health and welfare by 
causing long-lasting changes in the cli-
mate that can have, and are already 
having, a range of negative effects on 
human health, the climate, and the en-
vironment. We are already seeing the 
impacts of climate change, and estab-
lished science confirms that we will ex-
perience stronger storms, deeper 
droughts, longer wildfire seasons, and 

other intensified impacts as the planet 
warms. The Pentagon has determined 
that climate change poses immediate 
risks to our national security. 

Power plants are the largest source 
of greenhouse gas pollution in our 
country. Although we have limits on 
other dangerous pollutants from power 
plants, the carbon pollution standards 
and the Clean Power Plan ensure that 
we will finally have national standards 
to reduce the amount of carbon pollu-
tion that our power plants can emit. 

The carbon pollution standards will 
ensure that, when we make major in-
vestments in power generation infra-
structure, we also deploy available 
technologies to make that infrastruc-
ture as low-emitting as possible. By 
blocking these standards from taking 
effect, S.J. Res. 23 would delay our 
transition to cleaner electricity gener-
ating technologies by enabling contin-
ued build-out of outdated, high-pol-
luting infrastructure. Because it would 
overturn carbon pollution standards 
that are critical to protecting against 
climate change and ensuring the health 
and well-being of our Nation, I cannot 
support the resolution. 

To leave no doubt that the resolution 
is being vetoed, in addition to with-
holding my signature, I am returning 
S.J. Res. 23 to the Secretary of the 
Senate, along with this Memorandum 
of Disapproval. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2015. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY— 
VETO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair lays before the Senate the Presi-
dent’s veto message on S.J. Res. 24, 
which the clerk will read and which 
will be spread in full upon the Journal. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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